WEDNESDAY 


All quiet at airport 


Passenger traffic plunges 90% at LR’s 
Clinton National. — Business, 1D 


Spring awakening 
Asparagus is a seasonal bright star, 
with many ways to enjoy it. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Jeff Lillie, the mayor of 
Earlham, Iowa, population 
1,450, where the coronavi- 
rus pandemic has resulted 
in layoffs and furloughs, 
said an unidentified call- 
er spent nearly $82,000 to 
send $150 in gift cards to 
every residence in town to 
support the town’s grocery 
store and two restaurants. 


E Dennis Bailey, a Bro- 
ward County, Fla., circuit 
judge, issued a call for prop- 
er courtroom attire during 
hearings held via Zoom 
videoconferencing after 
seeing homebound attor- 
neys dress down, including 
one shirtless male lawyer 
and a female attorney who 
“appeared still in bed, still 
under the covers.” 


E Ben Short, a police de- 
tective in Trussville, Ala., 
said a homeowner was able 
to free himself and fired 
more than a dozen shots at 
a fleeing SUV after several 
men broke into his house, 
tied up everyone inside, 
and made off with jewelry 
worth $20,000 and three 
firearms. 


E Wayne Boone, a truck 
driver whose tractor-trail- 
er was nearly blown off an 
interstate bridge in Virgin- 
ia, leaving his cab dangling 
70 feet over the Elizabeth 
River, was pulled to safety 
by firefighters as thunder- 
storms rolled through the 
area. 


E Kelly Sapp, 53, who was 
suspended as a Kansas City, 
Mo., police officer after he 
reported in September be- 
ing shot in the chest while 
working off-duty patrolling 
a shopping center, has been 
charged with filing a false 
report, prosecutors said. 


E Abdullah Baidas, who 
suffered multiple skull and 
spine fractures when he 
leaped from a Houston free- 
way overpass to avoid being 
struck by a tractor-trailer 
during an Interstate 45 pile- 
up, had to have his severely 
injured legs amputated, his 
family said. 

E Chanel Galle, 41, of 
Avondale, La., accused of 
fatally shooting her boy- 
friend in the neck during 
a domestic dispute, was 
charged with negligent 
homicide, Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff’s Capt. Jason Rivar- 
de said. 


E Seniqua Lunsford, 38, 
a pregnant Atlanta wom- 
an, is accused of wrecking 
her car and then stealing a 
TV news van, ignoring the 
screams of a reporter who 
was still inside, and driving 
off before crashing that ve- 
hicle, as well, police said. 


E Cindy Zipf, leader of an 
environmental group that 
collects trash that washes 
up on New Jersey beaches, 
said items found this year 
reflect changing trends, 
including a growing num- 
ber of vaping pods, fewer 
plastic straws and several 
cremation bags of peo- 
ple whose ashes had been 
spread at sea. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny. 
High 63, light 
southwest winds. 
Tonight Clear. 
Low 39. 
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Producer 
of blades 
gıvng up 
LR plant 


370 job cuts set 
for end of April 


STEPHEN STEED 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The nearly 500 workers 
at LM Wind Power’s wind- 
blade manufacturing plant 
in Little Rock will lose their 
jobs as the company closes 
its operations because of 
declining demand for the 
giant blades it produces, 
the company said Tuesday. 

Manufacturing will 
cease at the end of April, 
with 370 job losses occur- 
ring then, while about 100 
employees will be asked 
to remain on-site until the 
plant is fully closed by the 
end of the year, a spokes- 
man said. 

Employees will be paid 
salaries for at least four 
months and will have their 
insurance premiums paid 
for six months, the compa- 
ny said. 

The financial crisis 
brought on by the corona- 
virus pandemic had nothing 
to do with the decision, LM 
Wind Power said. 

“We understand that 
this is a difficult time to 
announce this decision 
and are taking a number of 
steps to provide additional 
support for our employees 
during this time,” the com- 
pany said, citing the contin- 
ued payment of salaries and 
insurance premiums. 

The closing of LM large- 
ly brings an end to the high- 
ly touted but little realized 
blossoming of the wind in- 
dustry in Arkansas. 

“There are no other 
large manufacturing com- 
panies in Arkansas for the 
wind industry,” a spokes- 
man for the Arkansas Eco- 
nomic Development Com- 
mission said Tuesday. “It’s 
been a volatile industry for 
many years now, due to the 
changing commitments at 
the federal level for the pro- 
duction tax credits.” 

The LM workers in Little 
Rock produced 144.6-foot 
and 204-foot blades for in- 
dustrial wind farms. 

“We’ve seen declining 
demands for both blades 
but especially a significant 
drop in demand for the 
shorter blades,” the spokes- 
man said. “The broader 
trend in renewable energy 
is toward even larger blades 
[more than 200 feet] be- 
cause they’re more power- 
ful and more efficient.” 

LM’s plant in Grand 
Forks, N.D., will continue 
production, according to 
the company. 

See BLADES, Page 2A 
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Trump digs in on reopening 


com/415virus/. 
(AP/Seth Wenig) 


Gov. Asa Hutchinson said during Tuesday’s briefing that he saw 
President Donald Trump’s claim of final say on social distancing 
guidelines as “part of his leadership style,” of how “he likes to gig a 
little bit and how he likes to create a little controversy.” More photos 


at arkansasonline.com/415governor/. 
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Staton Breidenthal) 


Emails detail talks on illnesses at prison 


State health officials note disagreement with federal lockup in Forrest City 


JOSEPH FLAHERTY 
AND JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas health officials 
discussed whether the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Prisons fully 
understood the “seriousness” 
of the coronavirus outbreak in 
the Forrest City federal prison 
and whether prison officials 
were fully cooperating with 
the mitigation effort, accord- 
ing to email correspondence. 


The outbreak in the Fed- 
eral Correctional Institution 
in Forrest City — as well as 
an outbreak affecting dozens 
of inmates in the Cummins 
Unit, a state prison — has 
contributed to a spike in 
the number of new cases of 
covid-19, the disease caused 
by the coronavirus, in Ar- 
kansas. As of Tuesday, 46 
inmates, eight staff members 
and one contractor at the 


A woman has her finger pricked Tuesday as a medical worker collects blood to test for coronavirus 
antibodies at a drive-thru testing site in Hempstead, N.Y. The test checks for the presence of antibod- 
ies, that could indicate the possibility of some immunity to the virus. More photos at arkansasonline. 


He insists 

it’s his call, 
governors 
out of line 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — In- 
voking the movie Mutiny 
on the Bounty, President 
Donald Trump suggested 
Tuesday that objections by 
governors to his claim of 
absolute au- ————_—_ 
thority over 
when to lift 
guidelines 
aimed at 
fighting the 
coronavirus 
were tan- 
tamount to 
insurrection. 

Demo- 
cratic and 
Republican —_ 
governors sounded the 
alarm after Trump asserted 
that he and he alone will 
determine when and how to 
reopen the economy, despite 
clear constitutional limita- 
tions on federal powers. 


See VIRUS, Page 5A 


Full coverage 
of coronavirus 
arkansasonline. 
com/ 
coronavirus/ 


Governor: State 
taking long view 


Decisions to be based on what’s 
best for Arkansas, he declares 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A day after President 
Donald Trump asserted that 
he has “total” authority to 
decide when to reopen the 
economy, Gov. Asa Hutchin- 
son said decisions in Arkan- 
sas will be “based upon the 
best public health advice” 
and the needs of Arkansas 
residents. 

The Republican governor 
spoke as the state’s death toll 
from covid-19 rose by two, to 
32. From Monday evening 


Forrest City prison had test- 
ed positive for the virus, state 
officials said. 

Shortly after the first 
positive covid-19 case in the 
prison was disclosed April 
3, officials with the Arkansas 
Department of Health ques- 
tioned the prison’s efforts and 
expressed a desire for backup 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 


VIRUS THREAT adds to tensions 
between U.S., Iran. Page 8A. 


ARKANSANS WHO recovered 
visit with Trump. Page 1B. 


ASU SYSTEM aims to hold fees, 
tuition steady. Page 1B. 


VIRUS STRAINS U.S. food supply 
chain. Page 1D. 


to Tuesday afternoon, the 

number of confirmed cases 

increased by 23, to 1,498. 
See ARKANSAS, Page 6A 


obtained the internal Health 
Department emails under 
Arkansas’ public records law. 
On April 4, Dr. Naveen Pa- 

til, the department’s medical 
director for infectious dis- 
eases, sent Health Secretary 
Nate Smith an email with a 
draft of preliminary guidance 
for testing to be provided to 
prison personnel in the in- 
tervening days before a CDC 
See PRISON, Page 7A 


Judge lets abortions 


in state go on for now 
Order scheduled to expire in 14 days 


LINDA SATTER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A federal judge issued a 
temporary order Tuesday af- 
ternoon allowing Little Rock 
Family Planning Services, 
the only provider of surgical 
abortions in the state, to re- 
sume the procedures. 

USS. District Judge Kris- 
tine Baker’s 22-page order, 
issued on an emergency ba- 
sis without waiting for the 
state to respond to the clin- 
ic’s request for it a day ear- 
lier, prohibits the state from 
enforcing two recent direc- 
tives. The first is an April 
3 directive from the state 
Department of Health ban- 
ning “elective procedures” 
at surgical centers statewide 
during the coronavirus 


pandemic. The second is a 
cease-and-desist order that 
the department issued Friday 
to the clinic after determin- 
ing that it had violated the 
earlier order by performing 
abortions not necessary to 
protect the life and health of 

the woman. 
Medication-induced abor- 
tions, which are offered by 
the Family Planning clinic, 
as well as a Planned Parent- 
hood clinic in Little Rock, 
weren't affected by the state 
directives. However, medica- 
tion abortions are available 
only in some pregnancies 
and only through the 10th 
week of gestation. They used 
to be available at a second 
Planned Parenthood clinic 
See ABORTION, Page 6A 
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South Arkansas reeling 


rae 


Edward Woods points out damage Tuesday to the garage at his hom 


E : 


e in Pine Bluff after a severe 


storm Sunday night knocked out power to more than 128,000 homes in south Arkansas and killed 
one person. Several large trees on his property were toppled, damaging the garage, crushing a utility 
building and smashing a BMW, he said. More photos at arkansasonline.com/415damage/. 

(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/John Sykes Jr.) 
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